FRIENDS

shall think myself too fortunate and happy to wish
for a change.1' Yet Washington none the less sent
Reed congratulations on his election to the Pennsyl-
vania Assembly, "although I consider it the coup-
de-grace to my ever seeing you" again a "member
of my family/' to help him he asked a friend to
endeavor to get Reed legal business, and when
all law business ceased and the would-be lawyer
was without occupation or means of support, he
used his influence to secure him the appointment of
adjutant

Reed kept him informed as to the news of Phila-
delphia, and wrote even such adverse criticism of the
General as he heard, which Washington " gratefully"
acknowledged. But one criticism Reed did not
write was what he himself was saying of his general
after the fall of Fort Washington, for which he
blamed the commander-in-chief in a letter to Lee,
and probably to others, for when later Reed and
Arnold quarrelled, the latter boasted that "I- can
say I never basked in the sunshine of my general's
favor, and courted him to his face, when I was at the
same time treating him with the greatest disrespect
and villifying his character when absent This is
more than a ruling member of the Council of Penn-
sylvania can say." Washington learned of this
criticism in a letter from Lee to Reed, which was
opened at head-quarters on the supposition that it
was on army matters, and ".with no idea of its being
a private letter, much less the tendency of the cor-
respondence," as Washington explained in a letter
to Reed, which had not a word of reproach for thence add-
